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Kenmore State High School 
Kenmore Extension Program (Ken-X)  

 

 

What is Ken-X? 

Ken-X is a 3 year program designed to engage and challenge our brightest young minds to be successful 
in a rapidly-evolving future. Students undertaking this program will have exposure to new and 
innovative learning experiences, and solve real-world problems with the aid of emerging technologies, 
viewed through the lens of self, community and the world. 

Learning experiences have a strong focus on STEM/STEAM, and are structured to support the 
development of the six 21st century learning competencies – critical thinking, creativity, 
communication, collaboration, character and citizenship. 

 

Is Ken-X appropriate for my child? 

The Kenmore Extension Program (Ken-X) is designed for high-performing academic students to support 
their intellectual development and to help them reach their full potential. Through the Kenmore 
Extension Program we will engage our students in learning opportunities that will provide real-world 
projects and build the 21st century skills to future-proof them for work-life beyond school.  

Students undertaking Ken-X need to: 

• Demonstrate a growth mindset 
• Be reflective 
• Be able to work individually and collaboratively in teams 
• Be iterative in their thinking 
• Transfer knowledge across traditional discipline areas 
• Solve problems and seek new solutions  
• Apply project management capabilities to realise solutions. 

 
 

Why Ken-X? 

21st Century Skills 

The world in which we live is rapidly evolving due to automation, globalisation and the changing nature 
of work itself. Ken-X is framed by six 21st century learning competencies.  

 



 

2 
 

Version updated: April 2023 

Ken-X is framed by six 21st century learning competencies: 
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How is the program organised? 
Ken-X immerses students in real-world problem solving, developing students' innovation and creativity. 

Ken-X allows students to think flexibly and confidently, to explore solutions to the problems of the 

future. 

Students undertaking this program will have exposure to new and innovative learning experiences, and 

solve real-world problems with the aid of emerging technologies, viewed through the lens of self, 

community and the world. 

Where possible, Ken-X will break down the compartmentalised approach to teaching maths, science, 

English and the humanities. The timetable will not be strictly organised into these subjects, but skills 

taught in concert across multiple disciplines. Dedicated learning spaces encompassing a flexible, digitally 

connected classroom and project space are established for Ken-X students. 

 

Year 7 Ken-X  
 
Lens: Self  
 
“6Cs” Focus: Character and Communication  
 

Term 1:   
Ken-X Project Framing Question: How can stress be managed?  
Entry Event: Ken-X skill day and Escape Room  
Students Produce: Scientific report, research booklet and paragraph, narrative and 
documentary  
Stand-alone content: Not applicable for this unit  

Term 2:   
Ken-X Project Framing Question: How can catchment Health be improved?  
Entry Event: Enoggera Reservoir excursion  
Students Produce: Geographical report and “Science Fair” style presentation  
Stand-alone content: Maths number exam and English persuasive speech  

Term 3:   
Ken-X Project Framing Question: How can a city be adapted?  
Entry Event: UQ Renewable Energy incursion  
Students Produce: Multi-modal speech, geographical maps, Minecraft cities and a reflection  
Stand-alone content: Maths: Algebra and linear relations exam and probability project, 
English dystopian novel study and analytical essay and civics (as stand-alone mini-unit)  

Term 4:   
Ken-X Project Framing Question: How can support be provided during a natural disaster?  
Entry Event: SEQ Water guests  
Students Produce: Research booklets, Multi-modal presentation with speech and prototype  
Stand-alone content: Maths geometry exam, English poetry analysis and multi-modal 
presentation and a business booklet 
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Year 8 Ken-X  
 
Lens: Community  
 
“6Cs” Focus: Creativity and Collaboration  
 

Term 1:   
Ken-X Project Framing Question: How can we keep the community informed?  
Entry Event: QUT Clean energy excursion  
Students Produce: Renewable energy podcast and panel discussion  
Stand-alone content: Maths algebra exam, Humanities medieval civilisations and geographical 
phenomenon TED talk and History incursion  

Term 2:   
Ken-X Project Framing Question: How does mining effect the community?  
Entry Event: CSIRO and Rotary guests  
Students Produce: Booklet  
Stand-alone content: Humanities medieval civilisations and geographical phenomenon multi-modal 
report and “Shark Tank” style business pitch  

Term 3:   
Ken-X Project Framing Question: How can you influence your community?  
Entry Event: Parliament House excursion  
Students Produce: Folio of work, community garden design, political campaign and persuasive multi-
modal presentation  
Stand-alone content: Maths geometry exam and Chemistry scientific report  

Term 4:   
Ken-X Project Framing Question: How can we learn and adapt from turning points?  
Entry Event: Puzzled Escape Rooms  
Students Produce: Reflective video  
Stand-alone content: Maths number exam, English poetry into prose and Biology written response 
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Year 9 Ken-X  
 
Lens: World  
 
“6Cs” Focus: Citizenship and Critical Thinking  
 

Term 1:   
Ken-X Project Framing Question: What if we settled in space?  
Entry Event: TBA  
Students Produce: Folio of work (Maths and Science), speculative fiction audio book and presentation 
of Mars Team  
Stand-alone content: The Industrial Revolution - Examining the impacts of new ideas and technologies 
over time and into the future. 

Term 2:   
Ken-X Project Framing Question: What does it mean to reach for the stars?  
Entry Event: Guest speakers  
Students Produce: Editorial in New Scientist Magazine and an exam  
Stand-alone content: Power and Authority in WWI - Examining perspectives to determine what kind of 
leader the world needs now. 

Term 3:   
Ken-X Project Framing Question: What are you passionate about?  
Entry Event: Students self-select and organise individually  
Students Produce: Problem solving presentation, presentation of passion projects (students select 
mode), research booklet, visual representation of poem/analysis  
Stand-alone content: The Industrial Revolution - Examining the impacts of new ideas and technologies 
over time and into the future. 

Term 4:   
Ken-X Project Framing Question: What are you passionate about?  
Entry Event: Students self-select and organise individually  
Students Produce: Exam, presentation of passion project (students select mode), research booklet and 
analytical essay  
Stand-alone content: Power and Authority in WWI - Examining perspectives to determine what kind of 
leader the world needs now. 
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Real-world projects 

Students will participate in a range of learning experiences and activities based on an inquiry or project-

learning approach, including projects, explorations, experimentation and design activities. At the end of 

each unit, students will showcase their work through various platforms, including personal 

presentations, student led conferencing, community showcases, and/or online and digital applications. 

Projects are designed to enable students to move from solving defined problems to identifying problems 

of personal interest through a process of “gradual release” in their three year program.  

Emerging technologies 

Learning experiences have a strong focus on STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and 

Mathematics), and are structured to support the development of the six 21st century learning 

competencies.  

Students and teachers will leverage technology to create a ‘blended’ learning environment, combining 

individualised, self-paced learning with collaborative project based investigations.  

What happens after the program? 
Students in the Ken-X Program continue their studies in Years 10, 11 and 12, where they can select a 

range of General and Applied subjects. In addition, two Year 10 semester-long extension STEM subjects 

are available to Ken-X students to further extend and enrich their learning at Kenmore SHS. Ken-X is a 

program designed to prepare students for the rigours of Senior Schooling and University. Students will 

develop skills to prepare them for future work opportunities where self-directed lifelong learning, 

collaborative innovation, and creative use of technology are key components of success. 

How can I apply? 
1. Collect an Enrolment Application Booklet for Year 7, 2024 at the school’s Open Day on Saturday 

20 May 9am – 12pm or download a copy from the school’s website from Monday 22 May. 

2. Refer to the Program of Excellence Enrolment Guide for more details on how to apply and what 
ADDITIONAL processes are required: www.kenmoreshs.eq.edu.au/curriculum/programs-of-
excellence/ken-x  

3. Please note that limited places are available for Year 7 2024 given that applications have moved 
to Year 5 conditional entry.  

Want to know more?   
Daniel Robins – Ken-X Coordinator 

Kenmore State High School: 60 Aberfeldy Street, Kenmore QLD 4069 

E:  Ken-X@kenmoreshs.eq.edu.au  

T: (07) 3327 1555 

http://www.kenmoreshs.eq.edu.au/curriculum/programs-of-excellence/ken-x
http://www.kenmoreshs.eq.edu.au/curriculum/programs-of-excellence/ken-x
mailto:Ken-X@kenmoreshs.eq.edu.au
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W: www.kenmoreshs.eq.edu.au  

“Ken-X has been a fantastic program to be a part of – the chance to create 

and collaborate with each other has taught me valuable skills and learning I 

couldn’t receive from elsewhere. Our learning content, formed through 

combined or connected subjects, allows us to understand and build upon 

real-world situations. This is what sets Ken-X apart from others; the 

opportunities we have to extend ourselves, leading us to grow as both 

individuals and a team.” – Emily Gan (Year 9) 

 

 

 “As the program runs for three years, I get to develop deeper relationships 

with my classmates. The units and cross-subject projects are diverse, practical 

and creative. Their emphasis on critical thinking processes and collaboration 

grants me unique opportunities to practice real-world problem solving. In Ken-

X, I feel like my learning is purposeful.” – Maia Ho (Year 9)  

 

 

“The Ken-X program was unlike anything I could have imagined at the start 

of grade 7. The integration of learning and fun, along with the warm 

atmosphere generated by my peers and teachers motivated me in this 

program. Communications, teamwork, and problem-solving skills continue 

to help me excel, and the tenets of hard work and a strong work ethic are 

sure to help me when I enter the world of work. For fulfilment and fun, I 

would seriously consider Ken-X.” – Edward Perry (Ken-X graduate) 
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